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ABSTRACT 

In an effort to provide a sound basis for educational 
accountability for preschool programs, the Arizona Early Childhood Education 
(ECE) Standards were developed as a framework for literacy-based programs for 
3- and 4-year-olds and to provide parents with a basic understanding of 
indicators of early learning. These standards, to be adopted by Arizona’s 
Family Literacy Programs in July 2004, will be used in combination with to- 
be-developed standards for English Language Learners and the Parents and 
Children Together components of family literacy programs and a comprehensive 
professional development program. This guide details the standards, including 
their development. The standards are organized within six broad domains: (1) 

language and literacy; (2) mathematics; (3) science; (4) physical 
development; (5) health and safety; (6) social and emotional development; and 
(7) the arts. Within each domain are several components: a rationale 
statement, a context statement for each standard within each domain, a 
standard statement, benchmark statements, and corresponding indicators and 
sub-indicators. Each standard progresses from broad, general statements to 
specific, measurable delineations of skills and concepts. Standards, related 
benchmarks, indicators, and sub-indicators are listed in a loose 
developmental progression from Phase 1 to Phase 3, with Phase 3 describing 
the ideal experiences and knowledge of entering kindergartners . Included with 
each indicator or sub-indicator are examples to make the standards more 
accessible to teachers and parents and an indication of the correlating K-12 
standards. The guide concludes with a glossary of relevant terms and 
concepts. (KB) 
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from the original document. 
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This artwork and the front cover artwork were created by Olivia Beals-Reid, age 4. Olivia was a student in 
Cheryl LazarofTs preschool class at Tucson Community School. Tucson Community School is a private parent-cooperative school. 



State of Arizona 

Department of Education 



Tom Home 

Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 



March 31, 2003 



Dear Parents and Educators: 

There is a growing consensus within the field of education that a greater emphasis be placed on young 
children’s conceptual learning, especially acquisition of language and literacy. 

This work demonstrates a timely effort on the part of a broad, cross-section of Arizona’s Early 
Childhood Educators to proactively build a consistent curricular framework that demonstrates a move 
forward in the focus given to language and literacy skills In early childhood programs. This will be a 
great aid in our challenge to enable children to become tmly proficient in English, and will increase their 
chance for success with reading well before the end of third grade. 

Additionally, this document focuses on the substance of what is taught to three and four year old 
children. Arizona’s Early Childhood Education Standards represent a strong foundation for children 
entering Kindergarten. 

All children can meet high academic standards. It is the school’s responsibility to ensure that all 
children are ready for success in school and meet high academic standards. These standards can serve as 
the foundation of educational accountability for programs serving three and four year old children. 

Perhaps most importantly, this document will provide parents with a resource they can use in their role 
as their child’s first teacher. 

I commend the teams of Early Childhood Educators who participated in this initiative for their great 
contribution to Arizona’s young learners. 



Sincerely, 




Tom Horae 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 



1535 West Jefferson, Phoenix, Arizona 85007 • 602-542-4361 • www.ade.az.gov 



State of Arizona 

Department of Education 



Tom Home 

Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 



March 31, 2003 



Dear Parents and Educators: 

The Arizona Early Childhood Education Standards were developed as a proactive initiative by a broad 
cross section of Early Childhood Educators in Arizona who ere passionate about the importance of 
childrens’ early learning to their later success in school. 

Both at the state and federal levels, mandates have been implemented for program accountability in 
early childhood education. Although developed as the foundational step of program accountability 
within Arizona’s state- and federal-funded Family Literacy programs, these Standards can serve as the 
framework for any literacy-based preschool program for three and four year old learner- regardless of 
the funding source. By developing and implementing standards, early childhood educators ensure that a 
consistent set of identified core knowledge and skills become a part of every child’s preschool years. 

Educators will use this document as a framework for teaching and learning. Parents will find this 
document helpful in providing them with a basic understanding of indicators or early learning. This 
knowledge will enhance their ability to participate actively in their children’s learning in their roll as 
their child’s first and most important teacher. 

I want to express my sincere appreciation to the many outstanding early childhood educators who 
contributed their expertise and energy to this remarkable initiative. I am deeply grateful for their 
significant contributions to Arizona’s Family Literacy programs, and to the broader community of early 
childhood education. 



Sincerely, 




Karen Liersch 

Deputy Associate Superintendent 
Adult and Family Literacy Education 




1535 West Jefferson, Phoenix, Arizona 85007 • 602-542-4361 • www.ade.az.gov 
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PARENTS AND CHILDREN TOGETHER (P.A.C.T.) 



Preface 




This artwork and the back cover artwork were created by Danya Ramirez, age 5 . Danya was a student in Corina Wells’ class 
at Lamar Learning Center in Glendale. Lamar is funded by Glendale Adult Education, Arizona Family Literacy, and Head Start. 
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AZ Early Childhood Education Standards Preface 
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During Phase II of the project (December 200 1 through August 2002), standards were developed in Science and The Arts 
by a subset of seasoned team members from Phase I and additional early childhood educators and experts from different 
regions of the State. The Science and Arts Team used many of the same resources and some new national resources in those 
subject areas. They followed a similar process to develop the standards, that the first team used, including several rounds of 
internal review and revisions as well as field review via focus groups and a final edit to respond to the feedback. During this 
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Standards for non-English speakers. 
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the developmental continuum are not meant to be rigid directives but approximate guidelines based on research. The three 
phases provide a progression of skills and knowledge from simple to more complex. 
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This artwork was created by Erik Santana, age 5 , in the Katherine Van Buskirk Child And Parent Success Program, Tucson. 
Erik’s classroom teachers were Myriam Bonillas, Ann Sanchez, Leticia Tolano, and Gabriela Vizcarra. His studio teacher was 
Pauline Baker. This program is funded by Early Childhood Block Grant and the Tucson Unified School District. 
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leams through child-initiated, 
child-directed, teacher-supported play. 
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Child Parent Centers, Inc. In addition to its Head 
Start programs, Child Parent Centers partners with 
the Arizona Department of Education, Di-vision of 
Adult and Family Literacy Education, to provide nine 
Family Literacy programs. 
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Jan Whitney Mesa Unified ~ Early Childhood and Parenthood Department Mesa 

Sue Yale Arizona Department of Education ~ Adult and Family Literacy Phoenix 

Vicky Young Prescott College Prescott 

Lizzie Zamora Nogales Unified ~ Family Literacy Program Nogales 
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Correlation to K-12 
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Benchmark 1.2. The child recognizes, expresses, and manages feelings in various situations. 
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Benchmark 1.3. The child expresses awareness of and confidence in self in terms of own characteristics, prefer- 
ences, abilities, and heritage. 
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Context Statement for Social and Emotional Development Standard Two 

Children are active learners. They have natural curiosity and are eager to learn. Learning activities that encourage choice, open-ended exploration, 
independence, and creative thinking contribute to the development of lifelong learners. 
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Benchmark 3.2. The child cares for the learning environment and materials. 
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Benchmark 4.3. The child demonstrates an awareness of and contributes to the school community. 
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Benchmark 4.4. The child demonstrates an awareness of the neighborhood community. 
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Physical Development 
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Physical Development, Health, and Safety 
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Correlation to K-12 

Physical Development, Health, and Safety 
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Benchmark 1 . 2 . The child shows competence in gross motor stability. 
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Developmental Continuum Examples That You May Obseive 
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Benchmark 1.3. The child shows competence in fine motor manipulation. 
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Developmental Continuum Examples That You May Obsei-ve 
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Benchmark 2.2. The child demonstrates knowledge of personal health practices. 
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Developmental Continuum Examples That You May Obsei"ve 
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Developmental Continuum Exarapjes That You May Observ e 
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Lansuase and Literacy 
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it IS not intended to suggest that childrens skills develop categorically nor that iso 
instruction is an appropriate way to support learning in the preschool years. 





Correlation to K-12 
Lansuase and Literacy 
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Context Statement for Language and Literacy Standard One: Listening and Speaking 

Children become comfortable exploring language by listening to stories, poems, chants, and songs and by engaging in conversations with others. As 
children are encouraged to share their personal experiences, ideas, feelings, and opinions, they develop confidence to use increasingly complex 
language. Preschool experiences support children’s home language while encouraging their transition to English. 
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Benchmark 1.2. The child participates in extended conversations with peers and adults. 
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Benchmark 2.2. The child demonstrates book-handling awareness. 
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Benchmark 2.5. The child demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet. 



o 

ERIC 




61 



j£ST COPY AVAILABLE 



AZ Early Childhood Education Standards Language and Literacy 55 



Benchmark 2.6. The child discriminates the sounds of language. 
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Benchmark 2.7. The child actively engages in literacy activities to promote comprehension. 
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Context Statement for Language and Literacy Standard Three: Writing 

Children begin to recognize the relationship between spoken and written messages by engaging in writing, drawing, and activities that have meaning and 
purpose for them. By observing others reading and writing for their own enjoyment and information, children receive a powerful message about literacy’s 
pleasures and rewards. Children develop as writers when they are in an environment that has wnting materials readily accessible in all play areas. 
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Benchmark 3.2. The child develops competence in the use of writing materials. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
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Mcithe/Tiatics 
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Mathematics 
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Correlation to K-12 
Mathematics 
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Context Statement for Math Standard Two: Geometry 

Learning geometric concepts begins when children manipulate, play with, replicate, and purposefully investigate geometric shapes and relationships 
to make connections. Children need to actively explore the size, shape, and spatial arrangement of real objects, as well as hear and use relevant 
mathematical vocabulary while interacting with peers and adults. 
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Benchmark 2.2. The child understands and describes locations and spatial relationships. 
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Context Statement for Math Standard 3: Measurement 
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Benchmark 3.2. The child understands measurable attributes of time and sequence. 
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Context Statement for Math Standard 4: Numbers and Operations 
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quantities. (KM 1-1 POl, P02) 

Represents and uses whole numbers in a variety of ways. Child presses the numbers 9 1 1 on dramatic play phone. 

(KM 1-1 POl, P02) 

Uses number words while counting, not necessarily assigmng Child says, “Six, four, two, five, when counting tmcks. 

one number to one object. (KM 1-1 P02, P03) 
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Benchmark 4.2. The child understands beginning concepts of mathematical operations. 
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Context Statement for Math Standard 5: Data Analysis 

Learning to analyze data begins with opportunities to observe, describe, organize, compare, and represent objects and information. Children need 
experiences collecting objects and information that are meaningful to them. 
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Developmental Continuum Examples That You May Obsei-ve 
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As a result of taking care of classroom animals and plants as part 
of the daily routine, child recognizes that animals and plants have 
similar needs. 
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Develops a sense of responsibility by showing appreciation for the Child picks up litter on the playground, 

beauty and mystery of the natural and physical worlds. 

(A 5-1 P03; R SS 2-1) Rather than step on the spider, child decides to examine it more 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



teachers were Myriam Bonillas, Ann Sanchez, Leticia Tolano, and 
GabrielaVizcarra. His studio teacher was Pauline Baker. This 
program is funded by Early Childhood Block Grant and the Tucson 
Unified School District. 
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Correlation to K-12 
The Arts 
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Context Statement for Standard for Arts as Inquiry and Creative Expression 

Young children are creative, eager, and passionate learners. Daily opportunities for creative and aesthetic expression in the visual arts, music and 
movement, and the dramatic arts respect children’s potential to represent and commimicate their theories about the world and their place in it. The 
learning environment needs to be aesthetically pleasing, provide a climate for risk-taking, and allow time for children to settle into their own rhythms. 
This environment transforms leeiming into a rich cognitive adventure. 
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Comprehension - The complex cognitive processes of acquiring strategies to understand, remember and communicate what is read. 

Context Statements - Context statements are short paragraphs preceding every standard to describe the importance of the content and skills included and to 
provide important reminders about the kind of classroom environment that is likely to maximize the learning of young children. 

Collage - Collage is an art form in which bits of objects such as newspaper, cloth, pressed flowers, string, etc., are pasted on a surface to create an artistic 
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- The study of the meaningful units in the language and how they are combined in word formation. 



O 

-2 o 



o 

o 

o 



o 

(D 

•S 



D. 

T3 






a 

(D 

a 

0 

1 

O 

o 

bD 

a 



(D 

o 

o 

cSi 

(D 



Xi 



c/3 

(D 

O 

X 

c/3 

C/T 

73 



T3 

O 

c/3 

o 

a 

a 

o 

c/3 



(L> 

a 



o 

c/3 

o 



ERIC 




o 

o 



§ 



& 

(D 

T3 



a 

Ou 

’C 

o 

c/3 

(U 

T3 

O 

a 

(U 

*o 

c/3 

o 

(L> 

& 

O 

c/3 

(L> 

Vh 

(U 

o 

‘o 

c/3 

o 



G 

(U 

> 

(U 

o 

c/3 

0 

<D 

1 

T3 



(U 

*5 

•S 

T3 

<U 

c/3 

G 

c/3 

G 

G 

G 

(D 



0 
G 
(l> 

Oh 

1 

< 

Z 



o 

z 



(D 

7^ 

s 

o 

-4-» 

s 

(D 

c/3 

C/3 

(D 

S) 



G 

•S 

c/3 

o 

•5 



(L> 

G 



O 

o 

Id 

•5 

T3 



O 

(U 

(U 

G. 

c/3 



c/3 

T3 

O 






(U 

G 



o 

o 

G 

■4-J 

C/3 

(U 

bO 

G 

S) 



G 

(D 

O 

G. 

c/3 

O 

c/3 



C/3 

(U 






C/3 

U 

IS 

U 

z 

O 



c/3 

•H 

o 



106 



Phonemic Awareness - The ability to hear, identify and manipulate individual sounds in spoken words. The conscious awareness that words are made up of 
segments of our own speech that are represented with letters in an alphabetic orthography. 
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Word Recognition - The ability to identify printed words by sight or by decoding so as to figure out meaning. 
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that support optimal development of the whole child; 

is entitled to opportunities 
to learn through active exploration; 

learns through child- initiated, 
child-directed, teacher -supported play. 
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